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CORS TIMES

A FEW MOMENTS WITH MERIT
AWARD RECIPIENT ALAIN MARTEL

Alain Martel is a professor of supply chain engineering and management in

the Operations and Dectsion Systems Department at the Facullé des Sciences
( 3 de l'administration, Université Laval. He was one of the first co-directors of
Yoor

CIRRELT; an Interuniversity Research Centre on Enterprise Netw
Logistics, and Transportation. Dr. Martel received his PhD in Engineering
Production from the Unwersity of Birmingham in England. He was the
president of CORS in 1988 and will recewve the prestigious Award of Merit
loday.  His current research interests _focus on supply, distribution, and
information systems strategy and design. | by Deborah Loach

When did you first become interested in Industrial Engineering/OR?

A long time ago, about 40 years past. I received my Bachelors degree in
Engineering and Management from the Royal Military College of Canada.
Afterwards, I had planned to become a pilot in the military, but unfortunately my
eye sight was not good enough. Thus, I decided to pursue my Masters and PhD
in England, since they offered me a scholarship. In England, the PhD program
was structured differently, consisting only of a thesis.

Why did you decide to focus on supply chain research?
While in the Canadian Armed Forces, I completed maintenance and logistics
projects, many of which were related to supply chain management. As I began to

do consulting in industry, I found that many problems were related to this

Could you briefly describe some interesting/notable problems you've
solved in this area?

I started in the inventory management side, where my research dealt with finding
methods to take into account stochastic aspects of problems, i.e.: lot sizing in multi-
echelon systems under stochastic demand. As my career progressed, I shifted to
more strategic and theoretical aspects, such as designing supply chain networks. As

technology has advanced, I've been able to consider wider systems.

How did CIRRELT arise and how did your position as Codirector
change your research opportunities?

CIRRELT allowed for integration of research between five universities. It
provided a common location for us to work together. It has become one of the

largest such research facilities, with 55 researchers and 300 graduate students.

Are there any new research areas you hope to explore in the future?
I'm getting ready to retire at this point, but would like to write a book to integrate

the results of my research before I do so.

Do you have any advice for new researchers in OR?
Don't be too narrow in what you do, keep your options oen. Don't simply add a
new algorithm for solving an existing problem, but structure your problems and

attack new ground.

What are your most memorable events from your presidency of CORS?
How would you describe it?

It was a long time ago that I was president. I remember it was a lot of work and
involved traveling. CORS is completely managed by voluntary people. These
people tend to move up in the organization over time, which makes transitions go
smoothly. Based on my involvement, I would describe the organization as a bunch
of interesting people working seriously to improve the status of OR in Canada.

Is there anything else you would like to add?
At this point, there are many 'old guys' retiring from this field. It is important that
CORS support initiatives to help students who want to work in OR so that the

positions we leave behind are filled.
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NOW BILINGUAL

WHAT TO DO AND WHERE TO EAT?

by Pam Chan

La Rue to Tresor

Historically, colonists would have to pass this street en route to paying their taxes at
the Royal Treasury. It began in the 1960s when the new artists Pierre Lussier and
Harry Merlou displayed their artwork on this street. Like the ripple effect, many
undiscovered artists gathered here to display their artwork the general public. Over
time, the A/ A.R.T. (Association des Artistes de la Rue du Tresor) was established to
ensure the quality and high standards of artwork would be met for emerging
artists. This place is a wonderful opportunity to admire and purchase paintings and

drawings by artists.

Gold in the Americas

To commemorate Quebec’s anniversary, a special exhibit in the Museum of
Civilization in Quebec City will feature Gold in Americas. This exhibit will feature
a variety of rare gold collections before Columbus, through the gold rush to
present day. There are over 450 artifacts borrowed from various parts of the world.

The exhibit opened April 30, 2008 and will remain open until January 9, 2008.
85 Dalhousie Road, Neighbourhood: Vieux-Quebec, ©: 418-643-2158
Place Royale

This is the site where Samuel de Champlain docked in 1608 when the French
colonized in this area. It is now a public square and a picture worthy scene. In
order to commemorate Samuel de Champlain, a statue was erected in this area.
Located in Vieux-Quebec.

Pub Saint-Alexandre

English pub, but offers French flairs such as a mouth-watering blue-cheese, apple
and caramelized nuts salad. Their bragging rights include their huge selection of
over 250 varieties of beer. A relaxing atmosphere to chill with friends and

experience a delectable meal.
1087, rue Saint-Jean, Neighbourhood: Vieux-Quebec, ©: 418 694-0015 | §
Café de Paris

Come stop by for a coffee break or for a quick bite. Café de Paris offers bistro food

with French flair.
66 St-Louis, Neighborhood: Vieux-Quebec, ©: 418-694-9626 | §
Le Patriarche

Located in an 1827 heritage house in Old Quebec, This place is rated as a four
diamond restaurant. It offers a wide selection of foods from game meats to foie
gras. In addition, there is a special five course menu that includes foie gras from

appetizer to dessert. ($89)
17 rue St-Stanislas, Neighbourhood: Viewx-Quebec, ©: 418 692-5488 | $38% %

Mark your calendars!

By now you probably have heard a hundred times that next year’s CORS s going to be a_fabulous
Jjoint conference with Informs International and will be held in Toronto from JFune 14 to 17,
2009. Just as in case you haven’t already been “conferenced out” this yeas; here are some more to
think of (at least as vacation spots!). | by Somayeh Sadat

June 5-7: The 2008 Manufacturing & Service Operations Management (MSOM)
Conference is held at the University of Maryland, College Park, MD , Check the
details at: http://www.smith.umd.edu/dit/msom2008/index.html

June 12-14: If you are looking for an excuse to head to the west coast this summer,
don’t miss the INFORMS Marketing Science Conference in Vancouver: http://

www.marketscience2008.sauder.ubc.ca/

July13-18: And here is one in the southern hemisphere: 18th Triennial
Conference of the International Federation of Operational Research Societies

2008 will be held in Sandton, South Africa: http://www.ifors2008.org

July 28th - August 1: And if you thought you just knew about it all, here is one
that you might not know: The ORAHS (EURO Working Group on Operational

Research Applied to Health Services) conference is held in Toronto this year! If

you think it’s weird the conference is held out of Europe, guess where it was held in
2002? Brazil! The conference is preceded with a PhD workshop, July 24-25. The
deadline for abstracts is June 27, 2008. Check out the http://www.orahs2008.com
October 12-15: The next INFORMS Annual Meeting will be held in
Washington, DC. Don’t miss the deadline for abstract submission: May 15, 2008.
Check out the conference website at http://meetings.informs.org/DCO08/ %
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of Miracles

Across Clues

A

What’s On at CORS

TOdaY | by Daphne Sniekers

« 9:00 AM -
Optimization and the
Internet, Thomas L.
Magnanti,
Massachusetts Institute
of Technology

1:30 PM - Towards a
Generic Branch-and-
Price Solver: Progress
Report, Frangois
Vanderbeck ,
Université de Bordeaux

10:20'AM - NSERC
News with Ginette
Drouin and Serge
Villemure, Room 0610

o 10:20 AM -
Applications of OR at
DRDC Applications of
OR in the Department
of National Defence,
Jocelyn Tremblay,
Room 3307

+ 2:40 PM - OR in the
Forest Industry Use of
Operations Research
to Manage the Forest
industry, Mikael
Ronnqvist, Room 2317

. 12:00 PM - CORS
General Assembly, le
Cercle at the
Alphonse-Desjardins
pavilion Restaurant.
(Lunch Included)
7:00 PM - CORS
Banquet and awards
Restaurant Le
Parlementaire 1045,
rue des Parlementaires

CORS TIMELINE

by Melissa Kennedy & Daphne Sniekers

Ist CORS
Competition on the
Practice of OR is
awarded to Tain R.
Grunwell.
1st Merit Award is
awarded to Omond
Solandt.

CORS Service 8

Awards are
introduced.

Ist Lander Prize is
awarded to Eugene
Woolsey.
Annual meeting was
held in Calgary by its
new chapter.

Ist Student Paper
Competition is

(5] [3V]

Neural networks and
Interior point
methods.

Airline crew and
aircraft scheduling

87

awarded to Mike
MacDonald.
The Bulletin begins to Ll General Algebraic
publish monthly. Modeling System/
GAMS, A. Meeraus.
Tabu search, E
Glover.
Supply chain
management
A text-based Web
browser is made
available to the public
EEll  ORSA and TMS
merge to create
INFORMS.
The Nordiques were
sold and moved to
Colorado.
m e-Commerce
The first CORS
Diplomas were
awarded.
Quebec City hosted
the Summit of the
Americas.
50th anniversary of 02
the founding of
ORSA.
05 George B. Dantzig
(1914-2005)
CORS celebrates 50 Quebec City
years. celebrates 400 years
since Bastille.

CORSword

Fill out the crossword and bring it to Daphne or Ali, and you can win one of 3
gift certificates to Indigo/Chapters. | by Ali Vahit Esensoy

2. Famous actor from Quebec City won Golden Globe for Pocketful

3. Won the first Solandt Prize in 1979

4. First author of the most cited article published in INFOR
5. Won the first Merit Prize in 1981

6. Developed the Tabu Search algorithm

Down Clues
1. City that hosted the most number of CORS conferences (12)
2. Developed the Simplex method

CONTACT

.esensoy, daphne.sniekers}@uto



http://www.orahs2008.com
http://www.orahs2008.com

